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FROM THE PRODUCER

Where does the time go? Watching video clips from the 1993 show recently, I saw several
cubs who this week are tap-dancing on the front row of the chorus. This progression ‘through
the ranks’ is just one part of the magic that makes our Gang Show so very special.

Another key element of the formula is what goes on before this week during four months of
rehearsals every Tuesday and Sunday. Continuity of members of the production and back-
stage teams ensures consistency every year, and a striving to make every Show better than the
one before. Since 1980, Angela has been a part of this team, converting pairs of left feet into
twinkling toes (well, as far as 1s humanly possible). This year is to be her last. I want to convey
the heartfelt gratitude of the 23 Gangs (some 2,500 Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scouts —
including me!) she has choreographed, and of the 115 audiences who have watched and
enjoyed the Show during that time. Thank you, Angela.

This Show has a proud history, and everyone who is part of it i1s to be thanked and
remembered. But particularly this year we remember John Hudson, former Stage Manager
and Scenery Master of the Show, who passed away in the summer. At this time of celebration
of another Show, our thoughts are with Marilyn, the children and grandchildren.

The past, present and future are all present in the tapestry of the Harpenden Gang Show.

Remember the past, enjoy the present, and when watching the Cub number, look forward to
the future.

Ewan

stage-doorgb com

Comeinand see Jig
our latest range
of Costumes
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2 Piggottshill Lane, Harpenden, Herts, ALS 1LH
01582 461886

DANCEWEAR -THEATRICAL MAKE-UP - FACE PAINTS -HELIUM BALLOONS - MASKS



Once again the Gang Show is with us and this provides the very visible
face of Scouting in the town, However, it merely scratches at the surface of
the activities that are open to boys and girls 1n the area: Scouting, the Gang
Show and much, much more. The Scout Movement’s primary focus is to
help young people make the most of life and this is achieved by providing
an enjoyable and attractive scheme of progressive training guided by
dedicated adult leaders.

As we are constantly looking to develop the physical, intellectual, social
and spiritual potentials of our youngsters, the activities offered are very
broad. Camping and outdoor pursuits feature largely in the programme and
include short one or two-nights’ camping on local sites where the youngsters
can learn not only the basic camping skills but also such activities as
abseiling, rock climbing, potholing and archery in a noncompetitive
environment. As the youngsters get older then these activities get tougher
with expeditions to the wild parts of the UK and Europe in both summer
and winter, including exhausting team competitions where the skills in
map reading are as important as physical strength.

Our community involvement programme 1S a very important aspect of
Scouting and Christmas time gives us the opportunity to provide a useful
community service. Cubs collect and distribute over 4,000 Christmas cards
for the elderly, and Venture Scouts deliver Christmas hampers to families
in Tower Hamlets on Christmas eve as a result of extensive fund-raising by
them, many getting up early on a bleak December morning to go to the
local railway station and help relieve weary commuters of a bit a change
tor a worthy cause, backed up by a rousing pop group. Other times in the
year see the older ones in the District help the underprivileged children
from the East End of London enjoy a day of outdoor activities at Gilwell
Park, Scouting’s Headquarters in the Essex countryside.

Finally, we do need your help. We need more leaders, administrators,
committee members and supporters of all kinds. If you feel you would
enjoy helping in some way do contact your local leader or give me a call
directly.

G. E. Williams (District Commissioner)
01582 622176

e ———————————— e




Old Scouting Uniforms Wanted Please

Bought the new uniform yet? If so, may we have the old
one please? The Gang Show Costume Team would be

grateful for your out-of-date uniform (Cub, Scout, Venture
or Leader). We would also gratefully receive (and cherish)
any really old uniforms that you may have tucked away.

Please phone Liz Barringer on 01582 768597 or hand
them in to your local leader.

James Robertson & €o
Accountants

James Robertson provides accounting
services to local businesses and private
indivduals.

Would you like help from a friendly local
firm with your Tax Return?

Old School, The Common, Redbourn, Herts AL3 /NG
Telephone: 01582 793972 » Mobile: 07711 231109 « Fax: 01582 793974

e-mail: jcrobbie@compuserv.com

Our Own Scout Shop!

* New Style Uniform available
* Camping Equipment in stock

Come and see us at the District HQ in Tallents Crescent
Open 1000 to 1200 Saturday mornings in term time

Enquiries phone Pauline Ballan on 01582 460044




HESED

CONSULT US FIRST OR LAST
FOR
INDEPENDENT ADVICE

PROVIDING A PERSONAL
SERVICE
IN RESPECT OF ALL
INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

FOR PRIVATE AND
COMMERCIAL RISKS

COMPUTER QUOTES TO PROVIDE
YOU WITH THE BEST COVER

AGENTS FOR HARPENDEN BUILDING SOCIETY

HARPENDEN INSURANCE SERVICES
107 SOUTHDOWN ROAD
HARPENDEN, HERTS
ALS5 1BR

Tel No. 01582 763672/768184
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L.earn More About Ewan!

This week we celebrate with Ewan Murray his 25th
Harpenden Gang Show. From starting as a nervous but
keen Cub Scout performer to his current position of
Producer and Musical Director, his enthusiasm for the
Show shines through. The audience can see the energy he
puts into the job simply by the way he wields his
conductor’s baton. Those involved behind the footlights
know of the enormous amount of time and effort he puts in. But does he have time
for anything else?

Surprisingly, quite a lot! The most important priority for him is his family —
children Isobel (8), Bethany (6) and William (4) and his wife Claire. They all love
the Show, come to the dress rehearsals and at least one performance. One day,
hopefully, we shall see some little Murrays on the stage?

Ewan’s interests and talents are many, a musical thread running through most of
them. His Christian faith 1s most important to him as 1s his involvement with his
home church in Hitchin. He plays the organ and guitar at church services as well as
helping in many other ways. We can all see and benefit from his love of music
tonight. He plays a number of instruments — piano, organ, guitar, clarinet, recorder
and piano accordion — probably others too. He plays the keyboard in a dance band
(Chapter Eight), members of which help make up the Gang Show band. He
composes music, mostly religious, and also songs that have been sung in past Gang
Shows.

But that 1s not all. Ewan is an excellent skier and played hockey for Harpenden
and Blueharts when slightly younger. He has a very wide general knowledge — a
Trivial Pursuit opponent to be respected; and speaks three foreign languages
fluently — French, Italian and German. His job has often made use of his linguistic
talents — he i1s presently Marketing Manager for Percy Fox, which is the wine
division of the better known Guinness company.

Ewan is intent on maintaining those characteristics of the Harpenden Gang
Show that we believe make it unique. ‘“We have never auditioned and will not do so
while I am in the driving seat’, says Ewan. ‘The only limit on numbers is that
necessary for satety reasons. Each member of every Section in the district will have
the right to appear in the Show — regardless of ability.” Another aspect of the
Harpenden Gang Show is the strong sense of continuity — many of the adult helpers
are ex Gang members and every year there are cast members that have parents who
once performed on the stage at Harpenden. This is another facet that appeals to
Ewan. ‘One thing that makes the Show so enjoyable for me is working with
members of past Gangs, he says. ‘For us to still find the Show as enjoyable and
fulfilling as we did as Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scout performers all those years
ago says a lot for Harpenden Gang Show and, of course, for Scouting too.”

Keep going Ewan for many a year yet — who knows, we might celebrate your

50th show?
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Producer & Musical Director — Ewan Murray

Choreographer — Angela Archer

10



7. Moondance

9. Viva La Fie

aiv.

13. A Different Beat A

or use video cameras. Thank You.
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STAGE STAFFK

Assistant Producers
Music Arranger
Rehearsal Pianist

Scenery Designer
& Stage Manager

Stage Hands and
Scenery Crew

Wardrobe

The Band

Lighting Designer
Lighting by
Sound

Make Up
Properties

Call Boy

Cub Number written
and produced by

Assisted by

Cub Costumes
Scout Room

Box Office
Front of House
Stewards
Refreshments
Confectionery
Programme
Publicity

CCTYV Monitors

Jemma Finch and Neil Johnston
Chris Pettitt
Graham Thomson

David Keen

Colin Jeffs, Darren Lowry, Sue Mann, Conor Mulholland,
Clare Pollington, Adam Robinson, Phil Robinson, SarahVassie,
Jan and Kit Yardley

Liz Barringer, Dorothy Bland, Jeanette Bowers, Elaine Brind,
Su Brooker, Dorothy Cawrey, Penny Chapman, Diane
Chichester-Miles, Fran Coulter, Liz Davie, Marion Goodson,
Cathy Howells, Georgina Jeffrey, Beryl Jetts, June Jones,
Helen Mellor, Margaret Melville, Chrissy Monson, Roz

Mulholland, Jane Murray, Gill Pickin, Liz Scott, Sara Thrale,
Penny Turnbull, Jane Walter, Dot Whitehouse, Mavis
Whiteway, Pam Woodford-Smith

Reeds — Lucy Benwell, Chris Pettitt, Sue Pettitt; Trumpet —
Tim Benwell, Jamie Stoneman; Trombone — Richard
Turberville; Piano — Graham Thomson; Bass — Gareth
Covey-Crump; Drums — Neil Duncan; Guitar — Colin Mold

Dennis Paddison

The Harpenden Lighting Pool

Paul Arnold, David Errock, Robert Hemmin

Jeremy Finch assisted by Harpenden Venture Scouts
Brian and Susanne Woods

Andrew Barford

Richard Harrington

Carol Arnsby, Jo Busby, Albert Elliott, Liz Jack, Yvonne
Lowry, Tina Miller

Jo Busby

Diane Chichester-Miles, Liz Davie, Helen Mellor, Ros
Mulholland, Liz Scott, Dorothy Whitehouse

Adam, Howard and Phil Robinson

Kit Yardley

Harpenden Venture Scouts

Helen Peter with the assistance of parents and leaders
Jan Yardley

Bob Finch

Penny Turnbull and Marion Morris

Mark Hubbard
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' INNSKIP

FPAR TNERSHIP
Chartered Architects

47 Goldington Road
BEDFORD MK40 3LG

We are pleased to support the Harpenden Gang Show and wish all
concerned every success in the Show and for the future.

Established in 1900 with local and regional reputation for sound
considered design and technical ability. High professional standards
and enthusiasm for detail in projects both large and small are the
principles on which the Practice has been built and continues.

For further details contact lan Davies
Tel: (01234) 261266 or Harpenden 769344
E-mail: inskip.part@btinternet.com
www.inskips.co.uk

‘Ralph Reader

The Harpenden Gang Show is based on an

original idea by the late
Ralph Reader C.B.E.
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The Engineer

Cask ales

Food served / days a week
Non-smoking family dining area
Functions catered for
Quiz night every Tuesday
oport shown on big screen

12 St Johns Road, Harpenden
01582 460478
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Neves
WISH THE GANG
SHOW EVERY

SUCCESS

2 Sun Lane, Harpenden, Herts ALS 4ET
Tel 01582 715234
Fax 01582 768504

PETER RUSSELL

FAMILY BUTCHERS

SPECIALISTS IN TRADITIONALLY
FARMED SCOTCH BEEF

14 Varieties of Home Made Sausages including additive free
Freshly cut sandwiches and rolls '
Huge ftillings of your choice

Home Made Burgers — Additive Free

Free Delivery Service

Telephone: Harpenden 764630
137 Southdown Road, Harpenden

17



A Quote

From a newly invested Beaver Scout:

“Beavers is just like a party every week, but without

An excellent selection of :

NEW & USED CYCLES FOR ALL THE FAMILY

Opening Hours 9-6 pm ¢ Wednesday 9-1 pm
Sunday 10-2 pm

115 Southdown Road
Harpenden

Free 1st Service

Part Exchange Welcome
Phone (01582) 461963

Did You Know?

That you can be on the Harpenden Gang Show
mailing list and thus be early in the queue for

tickets? Just fill in one of the blue forms you
can find in the foyer or give Phil Robinson a call

on 01582 713325

|8



Christian Dior

Focus; < A0 O -
Dm&!nl:m@msﬁ GUCCI .

_ Optometrists <

| ; Contact Lens Practitioners .g

P 1 Bowers Parade, High St, v
é Harpenden. Tel: 01582 712845

| . FREE 2

Childrens Frames ©

. W FRENCH CONNECTION
vision

BRIAN MURPHY

|5 Commons Lane
Kimpton,
Nr Hitchin,
Herts SG4 8QG
Tel: (01438) 833777 ~

00 0006000000000 COO0OOOCOOOGOES
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Is there a member of a previous Gang
Show, or a parent, who 1s interested 1n

helping with some administration, e.g. assisting
with the production of this Programme?
If so, please contact Bob Finch. You can find him 1n the Interval or

after the Show, or phone 01438 832497

TOGETHER
Together, when we're all together

We know how lucky we are.
The world around us is everything
The sound of music, the songs we sing -
And even from the coldest winter
The warmest summer arrives.
We’ll share together, when we’re together
The best years of our lives.

Did You Know?

That there is an excellent and informative

p Harpenden Gang Show Web Site?

Have a look at
www.gangshow.com/harpenden

20
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British Firework Champions 2000

We are pleased to support the
Gang show

We proyide firework displays for:
- Weddings

Parties

Corporate Events

Festivals and Much More

Our Clients include: Land Rover, Edinburgh Hogmanay,
London Boat Show, Harpenden Rugby Club,
Luton Borough Council, Stagecoach, Glasgow City Council,
BMW and many more

Unit 14, Thrales End Farm, Thrales End Lane, Harpenden AL5 3NS
Tel: 01582 460662 Fax: 01582 760763 e-mail: info@pyrol.com



CHARTERED SURVEYORS*ESTATE AGENTS+VALUERS
2 Station Road, Harpenden

Tel: (01582) 760151
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