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GROTE & HARTMANN

CONNECTOR TECHNOLOGY

Manufacturer of terminals, connectors,
presses, applicators and wire processing
machines for the automotive, domestic
appliance and electrical/electronic
Industries.

Grote & Hartmann (U.K.) Ltd

8/9 Brick Knoll Park

Ashley Road Industrial Estate

St Albans

Hertfordshire ALI 5UG

tel: 01727 - 8149100

fax: 01727 - 863544
http://www.qrotehartmann.co.uk
email: sales@grotehartmann.co.uk




FROM THE PRODUCER

Many people have asked what we are going to do this special year — the answer has been to
produce, as we do each year, an all-new Show sticking to the traditional formula. We doff our
hats to Shows gone by with the Four Old Codgers (members of the original 1949 cast), the
Flying Zucchinis and the Finale tribute to Ralph Reader, but we believe that what has kept the
Harpenden Gang Show so special throughout its history is the constancy of the format coupled
with the freshness of the material and the performers. It would be wrong to spend 2'/; hours
simply reminiscing. The continuity of the Show is in itself a fitting tribute to those people who
have made it such a special part of the District and County Scouting over the past half-century. :
We celebrate our birthday, whilst using the occasion as a springboard to the next 50 years. " B Murréy

Itis a privilege to be part of such a great team effort. A team that stretches right back through the 24 years of Marilyn
Hudson’s production of the show, to the vision of Harpenden Gang Show founder Eric Thair and his contemporaries
back in 1949, when a one-oft Show was so talked about in the “village” that it simply had to become an annual event.
October 1949 was followed by January 195 1, and every January since. Any Scout in the District who wanted to be in
the Show could simply turn up and participate. This is still the case, although for safety reasons (and Production Team
sanity) numbers do have to be limited. We have never auditioned, nor will we ever do so, for such is the ethos of
Scouting —a movement for all young people, whatever their ability.

When writing the finale song “Golden Years”, I had a lump in my throat. I remembered my own days on this same
stage as a Cub, a Scout and a front row tap-dancer. Whatever the part played by these wonderful young people before
you tonight, there is no doubt that the memory will never fade — “these are dreams come true, forever turned to gold;
yes, these are Golden Years”.

ENTERPRISE
events

Enterprise Events are your local Event Management specialist.

THEME PARTIES, TREASURE HUNTS, MULTIFACTIVITY DAYS,
CONFERENCES, FIREWORK DISPLAYS, BALLS, FAMILY FUN DAYS,
BIRTHDAY PARTIES, PRODUCT LAUNCHES, CASINO NIGHTS,
MARQUEES, BANDS, DISCc0Ss, TEAM-BUILDING ACTIVITIES AND MUCH
MUCH MORE.

Clients include; BMW, Edinburgh Hogmanay, Land Rover 50th Anniversary,
Harpenden Millennium, Ford, The Verve, Lloyds Bank TSB, Luton Borough Council, The Former Royal
~ Yacht Britannia, Blueharts Hockey Club, Kwik Fit, Tewinbury Farm, Xerox, Hard Rock Café, Méinlycke,
Stanley Handling, Harpenden Rugby Club and many more.

3 Kinloch Court Station Road Harpenden AL5 4UE
Tel: 01582 460662 Fax: 01582 760763 e-mail: sales@eevents.co.uk




CAV
CHEMICAL
AGENCIES LIMITED

HARPENDEN, HERTS

WE ARE VERY PLEASED TO
SUPPORT THE

GANG SHOW

“BEING A MEMBER OF THE SCOUT
AND GUIDE MOVEMENT WILL BE
ONE OF THE BEST THINGS YOU

Did You Know ?

That Dennis Paddison for many
years the Gang Show Lighting
Designer and currently Technical
Manager and assistant General
Manager of the Public Hall
appeared in many of the early
Gang Shows in the late fifties and
that Dennis holds the record for
the longest span of involvement.
You can see his son Keith in

EVER DIDY tonight’s performance.
\.
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An excellent selection of :
NEW & USED CYCLES FOR
ALL THE FAMILY
Opening Hours 9-6 pm
Wednesday 9-1 pm
Sunday 10-2 pm
Did You Know ? e

That 40 years ago in the Gang
Show programme there was a re-
quest for people to buy a “brick™
in aid of the about to be erected
Baden Powell House on a plot of
land on the junction of Cromwell
Road and Queens Gate close by
where the Great Man himself
lived (no, not Ewan).
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HARPENDEN LIGHT OPERATIC
SOCIETY

Presents from 15th—20th March 1999
‘CAMELOT’

From 11th—16th October we will be
performing the ever popular ‘Carousel’

Can you sing, act, dance or would you prefer a
back stage role ?
There is something for everyone and younger
members are particularly welcome.

Rehearsal nights are Tuesday and Thursday at St.
John’s Church Hall, St. John’s Road, Southdown
at 8.00 pm

Why not come along and see what we do.
Membership forms are available from:
Janet Wade, 2 Clarendon Road, Harpenden
Tel: 768574

Did You Know ?

That Liz Barringer acts as a
coordinator for Gang Show lost
property and may even have some
of yours from last year. She will
also help when even more
embarrassingly someone comes
home wearing another Gang
member’s clothes. Phone Liz when
you need to on 01582 768592

Help!

Would you like to be associated
with this successful, vibrant,
colourtul, youthful (get on with it,
Ed) Show by advertising in the
Programme next year or otherwise
sponsoring the Gang Show?

If so call Bob Finch
01438 832497

wish the

GANG

a successful week

The Eric Morecambe Hall and Southdown
Room are available for hire for private
functions and commercial use.

Full catering when required, licensed bar
and private car park
Please telephone 01582 762880
for further information

Managed by St Albans Leisure Ltd on behalf of the
City & District of St Albans




GOLDEN REUNION

“T’ll be there”. Without a doubt Ralph Reader would have penned a song out of the phrase
I have heard regularly over the last few months. Perhaps..

I'll be there, I'll be there,
Through rain and stormy weather;
I’'ll be there, I'l1 be there,

We’ll always be together......

Yes — the rhymes were real birthday card stuff, and yet there was magic about the songs
that ensured they would continue to be sung whenever members of the Gang meet. And
that is what we will be doing on February 5 & 6 1999 at our Golden Reunion — singing all
the songs that have given so much delight over the last 50 years.

A number haven’t worn very well — some are very dated and ‘Stepping out, stepping out,
we’re about to go gay’ has, sadly taken on a different connotation. But Ralph wrote with
so much vigour, enthusiasm and understanding that, even in these days of Oasis and The
Spice Girls, teenagers tackle a Ralph Reader number with verve.

His sketches were often corny, over-sentimental and maudlin, and yet members clamoured
to be in them. Because we all, guiltily, sensed that the underlying old- fashioned message
was a mixture of loyalty, duty, concern for others, friendship, and, above all, fun. And that
was why we were in Scouting, Ralph Reader himself said, “The Gang Show is just a small
part of the great game of Scouting and it should never be regarded as the beginning and
end of everything”.

On 30 October 1932 the first ever Gang Show was staged at the Scala Theatre, off
Tottenham Court Road and entitled “The Gang’s all here’, written and produced by ‘A
Holborn Rover’ who was later identified as Ralph Reader. It was renamed “The Gang
Show’ in 1934 and, until 1967 was an all-male show. In 1968 girls joined the cast and the
change was warmly welcomed by the audience and, especially, the Gang themselves.

I was fortunate to be present at the last London Show in 1974 and the songs from that
Show are amongst those we will be singing in February -’Making memories’, “The Happy
land’, ‘London Town’, ‘The Morning of your life’, and, of course, ‘Crest of a Wave’. It
was a time of high emotion and we all vowed to continue the Gang Shows which by now
had sprung up all over the world.

Harpenden Scouts staged their own Show on Saturday 22nd October 1949 in the Public
Hall. I listened countless times as Eric and Ruby Thair told of all the problems and
heartaches of that first effort, and yet, here we are today, fifty shows later, and still going
strong! Eric would be thrilled to know that the cast regularly numbers 180 and members




have to be turned away for safety reasons — but never auditioned! When I became
Producer in 1970, mainly because Jack Skinner the Producer of the 1969 Show suddenly
had a job transfer and I was obviously underemployed as Chief Costume Lady, Eric told
me that he was handing me ‘The Annual Miracle’.....a stageful of enthusiastic amateurs,
ranging from 9-20 years, with minimal talent and great energy.

And so the traditions have grown over the years. The lines of eight (so that we can still
move on that stage); the front row tappers; the speculation in Cubs that, if you are in a
sketch, you might just make the front row in Venture Scouts; those old-worldly floral
gestures on Saturday night; and the variation on “Crest of a Wave”, which is banned by the
Producer but there is always somebody in the audience who obliges! And the sons and
daughters of the originals are now keeping those traditions going. We’ll be remembering
all these things — the night the lights went out; the evening when the scenery fell on Trudy;
Four Little Fellas who wouldn’t shut up; the melting snowman; Tricky and the five-barred
gate; our gentle giant, Peter Hill; and more, much much more.

There will be laughter and great companionship and, somewhere, Eric and Ralph Reader
will be joining in when we sing ‘These are the times we shall dream about, and we’ll call

Marilyn Hudson

HES-CO
CONSULT US FIRST OR LAST FOR
INDEPENDENT ADVICE

PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE
IN RESPECT OF ALL INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
FOR PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL RISKS
COMPUTER QUOTES TO PROVIDE YOU WITH THE BEST COVER
AGENTS FOR HARPENDEN BUILDING SOCIETY

HARPENDEN INSURANCE SERVICES
107 SOUTHDOWN ROAD
HARPENDEN, HERTS
AL5 1 BR

Tel No. 01582 763672/768184
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SOLICITORS

WISH THE GANG
SHOW EVERY
SUCCESS ON THEIR
50TH ANNIVERSARY

2 Sun Lane, Harpenden, Herts ALS5 4ET
Tel 01582 715234

Did You Know ?

That Peter Barford (until
recently District Secretary) was in
the chorus of the second Harpenden
Gang Show staged in 1951. His son
Andy Barford both helped to
produce this 50th Programme and
is a current “Call Boy” — a post he
has held jointly with his wife
Yvonne for many years. This 1s
Andy’s 25th consecutive Gang
Show — the first was in 1975 as a
member of the Drum and Trumpet
Corps of the 4th Harpenden Scout

Fax 01582 768504 Group. That 1s history!
Chapter Elght Music for all occasions
Did You Know?

That Martin Hodge claims the
world record for the most annual
appearances in the Harpenden
Gang Show — performing in no
less than 17 different shows. This
is not just due to an over extended
youth. Until the early nineties the
cast included Scout Leaders (and
other adult performers) as well as
Cubs, Scouts and Venture Scouts.

The Chapter Eight dance
band is pleased to support the
50th Harpenden Gang Show

To book Chapter Eight for any
party, event or function please call
The Accourt Agency
on 01582 760432




production Team o

Left to Right '
Angela Archer Choregrapher HELP ®
Ewan Murray Producer and Musical _ :
- Director Would you like to help with Gang
Jemma Woods Assistant Producer Show publicity, press relations or
Richard Turberville Assistant Producer the sale of advertisements for. and
- the production of, the Gang Show
Programme?

If so call Bob Finch on
01438 832497

o

Barbour
I E'R HERTFORDSHIRE’S
MITED LARGEST STOCK OF THIS
. ; . FAMOUS OUTDOOR
Keeping you warm this winter BRAND FROM GLOVES
Full range of outdoor clothing to TO COATS INCLUDING
suit all pockets THE NEW BREATHABLE
Fleeces from £29.99 by Regatta and | RANGE - ALL IN STOCK

Berghaus

| Special offers from Berghaus all the time
Breathable waterproofs from £39.99
Wellingtons, Gloves, Hats everything you
need in stock

Remember Scouts & Guides 10% off all goods

We would like to congratulate the GANG SHOW
for 50 years of entertainment

11 High Street
Harpenden, Herts
ALS5 2RT










Producer & Musical Director — Ewan Murray

Choreographer — Angela Archer
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The Gang kindly requests that you do not take photographs
" or use video cameras. Thank You.









Production Assistants
Music Arranger
Rehearsal Pianist

Scenery Designer
& Stage Manager

Stage Hands and
Scenery Crew

Wardrobe

The Band

Lighting Designer
Lighting by
Sound

Make Up
Properties

Call Boys

Cub Number written
and produced by

Assisted by
Scout Room
Box Office
Front of House
Stewards
Refreshments
Confectionery
Programme

Press Relations
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STAGE STAFF

Jemma Woods and Richard Turberville

Chris Pettitt

Graham Thomson

David Keen

Mark and Jennifer Hubbard, Colin Jeffs, Darren Lowry, Sue Mann, Helen Mann,
Phil Robinson, Kit Yardley, Conor Mulholland, James Bryant, Nick Bonner,
James Bowers, Pete Devonshire

Dorothy Cawrey assisted by Marion Goodson, Margaret Melville, Jeanette
Bowers, Beryl Jeffs, Pam Woodford-Smith, Sue Brooker, Ros Mulholland, Jane
Walker, Liz Barringer, Elaine Brind, Susanne Woods, Chrissy Hunter, Helen
Mellor, Liz Davie, Mavis Whiteway, Jackie Freeth, Jill Picken, Fran Coulter
Reeds — Lucy Campbell, Chris Pettitt, Sue Pollitt; Trumpet — Steve Mills, Tim
Benwell; Trombone — Richard Turberville; Piano — Graham Thomson; Bass —
Gareth Covey-Crump; Drums — Neil Duncan

Neil Hewitt

The Harpenden Lighting Pool

Robert and Susie Hemmin

Jeremy Finch assisted by Harpenden Venture Scouts

Brian Woods and Jonathan Finch

Andrew and Yvonne Barford

Richard Harrington

Jo Busby, Albert Elliott, Liz Jack, Yvonne Lowry, Tina Miller
Liz Davie, Dorothy Whitehouse, Helen Mellor, Liz Scott

Phil and Lois Robinson

Kit Yardley

Chris Turberville assisted by Venture Scouts

Katy Turberville with the assistance of parents and leaders
Jan Yardley

Bob Finch and Andrew Barford

Steve Gledhill



Four Old Codgers
Original 1949 cast members taking part in the “Four Old Codgers”
Bryan Clarke John Dellar Derek Saunders
Darrell Clarke  John Every John Seabrook
Bill Culley Michael Picton ~ Roger Udell
L Y
— = = = e = —
" Kimpton Tel: (01438) 832955
Fax: (01438) 832986
— = = = = )
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Acknowledgements Ralph Reader
St. Albans Gang Show; Stage Door; The Hal‘pe nden Gaﬂg
St. John Ambulance; Luton Carnival, Show is based on an
Oggelsby of Harpenden; Southdown .. .
Entertainers; Ted & Molly Thompson; or 1g1nal idea bY the late
Damian of Gosling Design Ralph Reader C.B.E.




Did You Know ?

That you can be on the
Harpenden Gang Show mailing
list for the year 2000 show and
thus be early in the queue for
tickets? Just fill in one of the
blue forms you can find in the
foyer or give Phil Robinson a

ROTHSAY

BUILDING DESIGN

Architects & Designers

47 Goldington Road
BEDFORD MK40 3LG

" kddkkk

- We are pleased to support the 50th Harpenden
Gang Show and wish all concerned every
success in the Show and for the future.

L2 8.2

Rothsay Building Design particularly specialises in
individual solutions and designs for New Homes,
Extensions and Alterations for private clients,
providing an experienced, fully professional and
cost effective service

call on 01582 713325 For further details contact lan Davies
Tel. (01234) 346672 or Harpenden 769344
N\ L N
= :b ._S ye s
OPTOMETRISTS
CONTACT LENS
PRACTITIONERS Did YOll KHOW ?

CHILDREN ALWAYS WELCOME

NEW RANGE OF FRAMES FREE
FOR CHILDREN

*x Kk Kk Kk Xk

BUDGET TO DESIGNER FRAMES
TO SUIT ALL THE FAMILY

1 Bowers Parade, Harpenden

a 01592712945 ©

That just to show that there is little
new in this world, in 1979 the Gang
Show programme had a late “Stop
Press” entry — the World Jamboree
in Iran was cancelled. Our very
own Andy Barford was one of
those with a place. By the time we
read this let us hope that this year’s
Chile Jamboree is safely underway.
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ITT Nokia — Roberts — Mitsubishi — Toshiba

W. PELLANT & SONS LTD.

4 Piggotshill Lane

Harpenden
Telephone 712301

TELEVISION VIDEO
SALES : RENTALS

SERVICE BY OUR OWN ENGINEERS

“It’s the service that counts’

SER\IICES_ i

TYRES - EXHAUSTS « MOT TéSTS BATTERIES ka IPAN AUTO] AUTO

SERVICING - BRAKES - CLUTCHES

SHOCK ABSORBERS * WHEELBALANCING _:i I

©) GROVE ROAD

] |

R

While you wait service

O -m70 HARPENDEN O A71081 710STALBANS ™=

MOBILE TYRE & BATTERY SERVICE | 1

PAN AUTO - GROVE ROAD - SOUTHDOWN - HARPENDEN (V7 JO9@=REDBOURNOBYPASS 7O STALBANS =




PETER RUSSELL

FAMILY BUTCHERS

SPECIALISTS IN
TRADITIONALLY
FARMED SCOTCH BEEF

14 Varieties of Home Made Sausages
including additive free
Freshly cut sandwiches and rolls
Huge fillings of your choice
Home Made Burgers — Additive Free

Free Delivery Service

Telephone: Harpenden 764630
137 Southdown Road, Harpenden

Did You Know ?

That the Harpenden Gang Show
has it’s own Web site and it can be
found at http://
www.gangshow.com/harpenden

And that the email address is
harpenden.gang.show
@unforgettable.com

PLEASE HELP US TO HELP OUR
ADVERTISERS

We are very fortunate in having so many
generous advertisers in this programme,
particularly when times are difficult for many
small businesses. Thank you all. Now to what
you the Gang Show Supporter can do to help
keep the price of tickets down and to support
Scouting in Harpenden.

It is quite simple — go through this Programme,
find a shop or business that you haven’t used
before and give them a try, you may well be
pleasantly surprised with what's on offer.
Mention the Gang Show Programme too. That
way they will be happy to advertise again next
year.

Thank You

ofF

CHAUFFEUR SERVICE

BILL CULVERWELL
Private Hire

Tel - 01582 769545
Mobile: 0410 919975

Full H&R insurance cover

47 St. James Road, Harpenden, Herts AL5 4PB




TAYLOR WALTON

SUETEYTORS

WISH THE GANG SHOW EVERY SUCCESS
WITH THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY PRODUCTION

Your leading local lawyers
for all your legal needs

CONVEYANCING
EMPLOYMENT
LITIGATION
WILLS & PROBATE

Sales and Purchases/Remortgages
Tribunals/Dismissals/Discrimination

Personal Injury/Matrimonial/Children/Childcare Issues
Tax Planning/Investment Advice/Trusts

Taylor Walton Solicitors
65 High Street, Harpenden AL5 2SW

Tel: 01582-765111 Fax: 01582-769089
Website: http://www.taylorwalton.co.uk

Wanna be in our Gang?

Fantastic Fireworks is Britain’s Premier Firepower.
Our displays renowned both nationally and
internationally. Our many successes include the
BBC’s 60th Anniversary (1996), victory in the
British Fireworks Championships (1997) and the
Princess Diana Memorial Concert, the Tower Bridge
New Year display and the Peugeot 206 launch
(1998). The next two years promise to be the most
exciting in the company’s 14-year history. As a local
firm, we have had a long and mutually beneficial
relationship with Harpenden Venture Scouts. We
both depend on teamwork. If you are planning to
take a gap year and think you would enjoy hard
work in a demanding, exciting and team-orientated
environment, we would like to hear from you. You
can find out more by contacting our Operations
Manager Andrew Goldsmith on 01582-485555.

Harpenden

Lions
Club

Did you know that
Harpenden Lions run a
Youth Award competition for those who carry
out voluntary work in the community? Hilary
Turnbull from Harpenden Venture Scouts won
the local heat this year. Watch the Press and
other announcements next September for entry
details.

Did you know that Harpenden Lions also run
the Highland Gathering? Scouts have helped run
the event the last two years — thank you! The
Lions have given funds to Scouts as a result of
their involvement.

Any Dads in the audience who would like to get
involved with Lions, and have fun while fund-

raising and helping the local community, should
phone Nick Eckford on Harpenden 713338,



TOGETHER
~ Together, when we are all together
We know how lucky we are.

The world around us is everything
The sound of music, the songs we sing —
And even from the coldest winter
The warmest summer will rise.
We’ll share together, when we’re together
The best years of our lives.

GOLDEN REUNION - 50 Years of Harpenden Gang Show

The “Gang Show Music Halls” will be held on Friday and Saturday 5th
and 6th of February 1999.

The Reunion is for people who have appeared in or helped with a Gang
Show from the very beginning to 1992. Phone one of the numbers below
to find out more, and to see if there are any tickets still available.

1940s/50s Roger Udell 01582 760503
1960s Martin Hodge 01582 712432
1970s Trevor Miller 01582 460712

1980s/90s  Katy Turberville 01582 760565
Backstage =~ Marilyn Hudson 01582 760562
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Have You heard of Harpenden’s best kept
Secret?

- Where the Parking is Free.....and you can buy:

RIBBONS, Buttons, Elastic, Net, Feather Boas and lots of other haberdashery
BALLOONS of every colour, Helium filled foil balloons for every occasion
BALLOON bouquets for your party table

BALLOON Decoration of Home, Hall, or Hotel for Weddings, Parties etc.
BALLET, Tap, Character & Point shoes, Leotards, bags and Dance tights
FACE PAINTS The areas largest and best selling range, and stage make-up
PARTY Bag fillers from only 9p!

MASKS for children & Adults

HATS, Pirate Hooks, Fairy Wings, Wands, Flags & Banners of every kind

WIGS, straight, curly, long, short, blond, brown, black, or even Green for the Panto
Dame

FANCY DRESS (o hire and accessories to buy

All thisand more..........ccooveveeenen..

At STAGE DOOR in Southdown,
Enter a Magical Fantasyland

STAGE DOOR, 2 Piggottshill Lane, Harpenden AL5 1LH
- Tel: 01582 461588



encouraging
local
talent

¢

Urrre() %@ SALVESENS

STABLISHED 1932 e

2St tion Road, Harpenden
Tel: (01582) 760151
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